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EXECUTIVE OF THE YEAR AWARD
PRESENTED TO RICHARD E. WYETT

Richard E. Wyett, who has devoted more than three de-
cades of service to the criminal justice system, is the 1998
recipient of the Sam Houston State University Executive of
the Year Award. This award, given annually for the past
decadeby the George J. Beto Criminal Justice Center at Sam

tenure with the agency, Wyett forged coalitions with anum-
ber of agencies and organizations in an effort to promote
public safety. In addition, he modernized a neglected agency
and brought to it a number of innovative programs and
strategies.

Houston State University and the National
Association of Probation Executives in rec-
ognition of exemplary and sustained ser-
vice by a probation administrator, was pre-
sented to Wyett at the Association’s annual
awards breakfast on August 30, 1998, in
Norfolk, Virginia, by Dan Richard Beto,
Director of the University’s Correctional
Management Institute of Texas.

Wyett began his criminal justice career in
1967 as an auxiliary officer with the Reno
Police Department. In 1972 he was hired as
a Nevada Highway Patrol Officer, and two
years later he was appointed a Nevada
Adult Parole and Probation Officer. In 1978
he was promoted to Senior Adult Parole

While Chief, Wyett’s talents were recog-
nized and called to use outside the agency
on a number of occasions. He was appointed
by the Nevada Legislature to serve on the
Nevada Sentencing Commission and he
was also appointed by the Governor to the
Advisory Council for Community Notifi-
cation of Sex Offenders. Too, the Nevada
Supreme Court named him to a Task Force
for the Study of Racial and Economic Bias
in the Nevada Justice System.

Wyett’s efforts have not been restricted
to the state of Nevada. He has been active
in the American Probation and Parole As-
sociation, the National Institute of Correc-

and Probation Officer; that promotion

brought with it additional duties, and Wyett served as a
District Rangemaster, Job Developer, and Director of the
Volunteers in Probation Program. Five years later he was
promoted to the position of Operations Supervisor, a posi-
tion he held until 1989, when he was named Unit Manager
with the adult parole and probation agency.

In 1991 Wyett was appointed by the Governor to the
Nevada Board of Parole Commissioners, where he served
until 1993 when the Governor named him Chief of the
Nevada Division of Adult Parole and Probation. As head of
this state agency, Wyett was responsible for over 400 em-
ployees, an annual budget approaching $24 million, and
the community supervision of 13,600 offenders. During his

tions’ Executives of State Probation and Pa-
role Network, National Order of Black Law Enforcement
Executives, and the National Association of Probation Ex-
ecutives, where he currently serves on the Board of Direc-
tors as the Western Region representative. He has also been
involved in the development and delivery of the highly
successful Executive Development Program for newly ap-
pointed probation and parole executives, a joint initiative
of the National Institute of Corrections, the National Asso-
ciation of Probation Executives, and the Correctional Man-
agement Institute of Texas at Sam Houston State Univer-
sity.

In 1996 he was presented with the Just Works Program
Award by the U.S. Department of Justice for developing
FIST (Fugitive Interdiction Strike Team), a collaborative
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