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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As your incoming President, I very much look forward in to help reform systems which had fallen into disarray
to the two years ahead. While I have held local, state, and or lost direction.
national office, I have never served in a presidential capac- It is only natural that the NAPE membership be curious
ity, and in that context and spirit your confidence and trust about future direction and projects and initiatives which I

inmy ability is most gratifying. My actions
and responses at the President of the Na-
tional Association of Probation Executives
will mirror the administrative style which 1
have developed during the past twenty-
two years. I thrive on input, and I have
embraced and utilized a participatory man-
agement style from my earliest days in pro-
bation management. Your opinions and
advice are wanted now and will always be
desired in future months. I have some an-
swers, but I certainly do not have them all.
Collectively, through NAPE membership,
I believe our professional horizon is truly
unlimited. I remain extremely enthused
about NAPE, its current projects, and fu-

wish to emphasize within the organization.
In bullet style, here are a few project areas
which I wish to explore with the NAPE
membership:

e NAPE's partnerships and associations
with other professional agencies and orga-
nizations need to be confirmed and ex-
panded. Solid working relations are the
history with the American Probation and
Parole Association, American Correctional
Association, and the National Institute of
Corrections. I very much wish to expand
NAPE'’s influence and involvement with
the National Council of Juvenile and Fam-
ily Court Judges and the National Juvenile
Court Services Association. NAPE’s estab-

ture avenues which the organization may lished working relationship with Sam
take down the road. Houston State University has been a profound success, and
An advantage I think I bring to NAPE is diversified I will do everything possible to maintain the superb rela-
administrative experience. My administrative career be- tions forged with our secretariat.
gan in 1977 after seven years of juvenile probation and ¢ While not ignoring adult probation-related issues and
correctional officer experience in Pennsylvania. My ca- concerns, [ wish to elevate juvenile probation matters to
reer has included administrative tenure in Media, Penn- equal status.
sylvania, and adult and juvenile probation assignments * Anuntapped resource for all too many probation agen-
inIllinois: Winnebago, McLean, and Lake Counties. Since cies is the use of volunteers. Through my board association
1994, I have served as Probate Court Administrator and with the Detroit-based Volunteers in Prevention, Proba-
most recently as Family Division Administrator of the tion, and Prisons, Inc., it is my desire to elevate the impor-
Circuit Court for Oakland County in Pontiac, Michigan. tance and relevance of diversified and creative use of vol-
On several occasions T have been the “outsider” brought unteers within probation agencies.
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Executive Exchange

NEW PARTNERSHIP IN HARRIS COUNTY
INITIATED TO BETTER SUPERVISE
SEX OFFENDERS

According to an article in the June 23, 1998, issue of the
Houston Chronicle, registered sex offenders living in Harris
County, Texas, can soon expect random visits at home from
local law enforcement officers. Under the plan, deputies
with the Harris County Sheriff’s Department and officers
with the Houston Police Department will be joining proba-
tion and parole officers in visiting sex offenders at home to
ensure that they are complying with the terms of their proba-
tion or parole.

The purpose of this new initiative, according to Harris
County Sheriff Tommy Thomas, is to tell registered sex of-
fenders “we know who you are, we know what you did, and
we know where you live.”

Probation and parole officers already visit sex offenders at
least once a month, and usually more often, said Nancy Platt,
Director of the Harris County Community Supervision and
Corrections Department. By adding police and deputies to
the equation, she said, offenders will have less opportunity
to avoid complying with the terms of their release.

With more than 3,000 registered sex offenders in Harris
County, probation and parole officers are struggling to give
as much time as possible to each case. By adding occasional
visits from law enforcement officers, the probation and pa-
role officers can gain even more information about the of-
fenders. Officers will remind offenders of the conditions of
their probation or parole and will look for signs of possible
violations. The officers then will fill out a report for the
probation or parole officer, noting, for example, whether there
are toys or children’s items around the home of a registered
child molester.

Houston Police Chief C. O. Bradford said the visits will
likely take away some of the time from writing citations on
traffic violations but that it will be worth it. “Protecting a
child in this community is not a draw on manpower,”
Bradford said. “Itis a proper utilization of manpower.”

NEW INITIATIVE IN ERIE COUNTY, NEW YORK

Saying that “it’s another weapon in the war to keep our
homes and neighborhoods safe,” officials in Erie County, New
York, announced June 1, 1998, that the county has estab-
lished a new “tip line” to crack down on probation violators.
The 24 hour tip line, the first of its kind in New York, will be
monitored by probation officers with the Erie County Proba-
tion Department in Buffalo.

The tip line is for use by both police agencies and the
public. Information received — which could include activi-
ties such as arrests, traffic offenses, curfew violations, drug
or alcohol use, weapons possession, and domestic problems
- will be investigated by probation officials and could lead to
new criminal charges or arrest warrants for probation viola-
tions.

All information received on the tip line will remain confi-
dential and may be given anonymously. The tip line number
is (716) 858-2800.

Christopher C. Clark, a NAPE member, is the Chief Proba-
tion Officer for Erie County.

NAPE TO BE WELL REPRESENTED AT
THE APPA INSTITUTE IN NORFOLK

The preliminary registration brochure for the American
Probation and Parole Association’s Annual Institute in Nor-
folk, Virginia, reflects that a number of members of the Na-
tional Association of Probation Executives will serve as pre-
senters or moderators in several of the workshops. A cursory
review of the tentative conference schedule indicates the in-
volvement of Richard A. Kipp (Pennsylvania), Nancy Lick
(New York), Gary Hinzman (Iowa), William D. Burrell (New
Jersey), Ronald P. Corbett, Jr. (Massachusetts), Cherie
Townsend (Arizona), Sue Gionfriddo (California), Ray Wahl
(Utah), Lawrence T. Jablecki (Texas), Scott Taylor (Oregon),
and Faye S. Taxman (Maryland).

INFORMATION ABOUT
EXECUTIVE EXCHANGE

Executive Exchange, the quarterly journal of the Na-
tional Association of Probation Executives (NAPE), pub-
lishes articles, reports, book reviews, commentaries, and
news items of interest to community corrections admin-
istrators. The contents of articles or other materials con-
tained in Executive Exchange do not reflect the endorse-
ments, official attitudes, or positions of the Association
or the George J. Beto Criminal Justice Center at Sam
Houston State University unless so stated.

The contents of this issue are copyrighted. Articles
may be reproduced without charge as long as permis-
sion is obtained from the editor and credit is given to
both the author and Executive Exchange.

Submissions for publication consideration should
be typed on 8% by 11 inch paper, doublespaced, with
at least one inch margins. Manuscripts should be sub-
mitted in duplicate. Persons submitting articles, com-
mentaries, or book reviews should enclose a brief bio-
graphical sketch or resume and a black and white
photograph for possible inclusion. Manuscripts ex-
ceeding one page in length should be submitted on a
computer diskette, with the software used indicated.

Specific questions concerning Executive Exchange
should be directed to Dan Richard Beto at (409) 294-1675.
Facsimiles may be sent to (409) 294-1671. All correspon-
dence regarding Executive Exchange should be sent to
the following:

Dan Richard Beto, Director
Correctional Management Institute of Texas
George ]. Beto Criminal Justice Center
Sam Houston State University
Huntsville, Texas 77341-2296

The Criminal Justice Center at Sam Houston State
University serves as the Secretariat for the National
Association of Probation Executives. Executive Exchange
is published by Sam Houston Press & Copy Center.




