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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As the 1998 calendar year quickly comes to a close,
I do what most people do and review the year’s list of
accomplishments and disappointments. This act of
closure is important in better defining and clarifying
one’s administrative and professional successes dur-
ing the year while also coming to grips with our short-
comings and mistakes. Once 1998 is better recognized
and appreciated, the all important task of designing
goals and objectives for 1999 comes into
play. While the preparatory effort for
1999 can be a ‘singular undertaking, I
encourage you to involve your key ad-
ministrative, managerial, line, and sup-
port staff in the process. As directors
and chiefs of probation and court pro-
grams, we do hold many answers, but
we do not hold them all, and that is
where input and suggestions from all
agency and departmental staff can truly
benefit operations and the clientele and
community we are entrusted to serve.

In 1999 feel free to contact other
NAPE members for information and
assistance. I plan to contact many NAPE members
during 1999 — many of whom I do not know — to
learn of their goals for NAPE and to solicit any sug-
gestions on specific initiatives they may wish the or-
ganization to pursue. I also wish to learn more about
the unique and innovative programs they have devel-
oped and introduced at the local level. NAPE's great-

tion-related matters. Tap this magnificent resource
and be better for it in 1999.

On a related matter, our corporate member, Correc-
tions Software Corporation, is in the process of devel-
oping a comprehensive web page for NAPE.

Please visit our temporary web site at
www.correctionssoftware.com/nape and feel free to
offer any suggestion on how it mightbe
improved. This is a work in process,
and any suggestions you might have
would be appreciated.

A special recognition of thanks is es-
pecially fitting to NAPE Vice President
Dan Beto and his most capable assis-
tant, Christie Haney, at the NAPE sec-
retariat at Sam Houston State Univer-
sity in Huntsville. Their contributions
to NAPE and its membership during
1998 have been truly invaluable.

In closing, I know I speak for the en-
tire NAPE Board of Directors when I
offer our most genuine wishes for a safe, joyous, and
meaningful holiday season. Enjoy this special time of
the year with your employees and, most importantly,
enjoy and savor it with your immediate and extended
family.

Robert L. Bingham

est strength is its membership, and the 172 members President
can offer expert and diverse opinions on all proba-
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